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Thank you for your letter of 7 October regarding your Committee's inquiry into the UK Internal 

Market Bill, specifically on the powers within the Bill to make legislation relating to devolved 

matters. 

The UK Government intends these market access principles to be a bedrock of our internal 

market for decades to come, and that businesses will be able to trust in them and rely on them 

as they grow our economy. We have therefore designed the scope of the market access 

principles in a way which is comprehensive and easily understandable by businesses and 

consumers. 

The UK Government recognises that setting up this overarching system is ambitious and, 

because of this, is keen to make sure the legislation can be fine-tuned if needed as the system 

beds in. The delegated powers contained in the Bill in relation to mutual recognition and 

non-discrimination will be essential in achieving this. 

These powers will also enable the UK Government to remain responsive to changing conditions 

across the UK economy. As we leave the transition period, and as there are developments in 

exciting new sectors, it will be important to be able to respond to new innovations that are not 

currently foreseen. Amendments could be required as sectors evolve, for example as new 

technologies lead to changes in the classification and nature of goods or services or as entirely 

new sectors emerge. We want to create the conditions for true entrepreneurship across the UK, 

and the flexibility provided by these powers is a small but important part of that. 

As set out in the Bill, we will consult with Scottish Ministers before amendments relating to 

devolved matters are made to the list of relevant requirements that goods need to meet to be 

able to benefit from mutual recognition and non-discrimination within the UK. In relation to the 

exclusions from the market access principles or the list of legitimate aims, the UK Government 

may on occasion need to make a decision in the interests of all parts of the UK should there be 

an emergency or unforeseen issue in the future. For example, if the application of the market 

access principles to a new technology would pose a threat to human, animal or plant health. UK 

Government officials will of course engage with their devolved administration counterparts 



whenever these changes cover areas of devolved competence. 

We do not consider it necessary for statutory consent requirements to be placed on the UK 

Government's powers in the Bill to make secondary legislation on devolved matters. In line with 

normal arrangements for secondary legislation covering devolved matters, UK Government 

officials will engage with the Devolved Administrations in the spirit of the Devolution 

Memorandum of Understanding. This system has worked well for 20 years and continues to do 

so. 

The role of the Scottish Parliament in scrutinising secondary legislation is a matter for the 

Scottish Parliament and the Scottish Government. While the SI protocol was agreed between 

the Scottish Government and the Scottish Parliament, our officials will continue to work 

constructively with their Scottish Government counterparts to help facilitate their engagement 

with the Scottish Parliament. 

I am copying this letter to the Secretary of State for Scotland. 

With every good wish, 

Rt Hon Michael Gove MP 

Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster 

and Minister for the Cabinet Office 


